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Abstract: English Department Students of Faculty of Languages and 
Letters of Dian Nuswantoro University usually have difficulties in 
writing English Texts. Those difficulties deal with the way to organize 
ideational meaning in their texts. Based on that fact. this study was 
conducted to know the realization of ideational meaning in the 
students' texts. especially recounts. The data were taken from the 
students' recounts. andfor the sake of this study. 10 recounts were 
chosen as the data. To analyze the data. Halliday and Matthiessen 's 
framework (1999) was applied to get a deep understanding of 
Ideational Meaning. The result shows that in organizing the 
Ideational Meanings in their recounts. the students used sequences. 
figures. the elements of figures: Process. Participant, and 
Circumstances; and the realization of those elements in 
lexicogrammar. Kinds of sequences (clause complexes) the student 
mostly made in their recount are enhancement, and extension. 
Elaboration, locution or idea have lower portion compared to the 
two sequences mentioned above. Four kinds offigures arefound in 
the students recounts. Those are figure of doing (material and 
behavioral processes), figure of sensing (mental process). figure of 
saying (verbal process), and figure of being (relational: attributive. 
identifying) process. and existential process). Among the four figures 
mentioned above, figures of doing (material processes) with actor 
and goal as the key participants dominate in all texts. 112 
circumstances (circumstances of time, place. manner, matter, and 
accompaniment) are found in the students' recounts. Those 
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Four kinds of figures are found in the students recounts. Those are 
figure of doing (material and behavioral processes), figure of sensing 
(mental process), figure of saying (verbal process), and figure of being 
(relational: attributive, identifying) process, and existential process). 
Among the four figures mentioned above, figures of doing (material 
processes) the actor and goal become the key participants that dominate all 
texts. It means that the clauses in their recounts are centrally concerned on 
actions and events. 
112 circumstances (circumstances oftime, place, manner, matter, and 
accompaniment) are found in the students' recounts. Those circumstances 
are realized in simple and macro circumstances. The number of macro 
circumstances is higher than that of simple ones. It shows that the students 
can produce circumstances in more than one word in which there is a 
participant in it. 
Since personal recount is a text, telling someone's past experience, 
the realization of participants in their recounts are mostly conscious simple 
things like /, you, we, Linda, etc. Simple qualities only exist in relational 
(attributive) process. The processes are mostly realized in polar non-phasal 
verbs in past tense and the students rarely made polar phasal verbs in their 
recounts. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Arikunto, Suharsimi. Prosedur Penelitian: Suatu Pendekatan Praktek. Jakarta: PT. 
Rineka Cipta, 1996. 
But, David et. al. Using Functional Grammar: An Explorer's Guide. Second 
Edition. Sydney: National Centre for English Language Teaching Research. 
Macquire University, 200 I. 
Derewianka, Beverly. Exploring How Text Work. Newtown: Primary English 
TeachingAssociation, 1995. 
Eggin, Suzanne. An Introduction to Systemic Functional Linguistics. London: 
Printer Publishers, 1994. 
Eggin, Suzanne and Diana Slade. Analyzing Casual Conversation. London: Casell, 
1997. 
Fairclough, Norman. Language and Power. London and New York: Longman, 
1989. 
156 Celt, Volume 7, Number 2, December 2007: 143 - 157 
Gerot, L. and P. Wignel. Making Sense of Functional Grammar. Cammeray, New 
South Wales: Antipodean Educational Enterprises, 1994. 
Guion, Lisa A. Triangulation: Establishing the Validity of Qualitative Studies. 
University of Florida: Extension. Institute of Food and Agriculture Scienes, 
2002 
Halliday, M.A.K. and R. Hasan. Language, Context. and Text: Aspects of 
Language in a Social Semiotic Perspective, Melbourne: Deakin Unibersity 
Press, 1985. 
Halliday, M.A.K. Learning How to Mean. London: Edward Arnold Ltd., 1975. 
___ Language as Social Semiotic: The Social Interpretation of Language and 
Meaning. London: EdwardArnold, 1978. 
___ . Spoken and Written Language. Geelong, Victoria: Deakin University 
Press, 1985. 
___ . An Introduction to Functional Grammar. Second Edition. London: 
EdwardArnold, 1994. 
Halliday, M.A.K. and C.M.l.M. Matthiessen. Construing Experience Through 
Meaning: A Language Based Approach to Cognition. London: Continuum, 
1999. 
Isaac, Stephen and William B. Michael. Handbook in Research and Evaluation. 
Sandiego: Edits Publishers, 1971. 
Kress, J.R. Halliday: System and Function in Language. London: Oxford 
University Press, 1976. 
Le Compte and Praissle. Ethnography and Qualitative Design in Educational 
Research, red. California. Academic Press. Inc., 1993. 
Lewitt, P.J. "How to Cook a Tasty Essay". English Teaching Forum. Vol. 26, 1990: 
1723. 
Malmkjaer, Kriste. The Linguistic Encyclopedia. New York: Routledge, 1995. 
Martin, J.R., C.M.I.M. Matthiessen, and C. Painter. Working with Functional 
Grammar. London: Arnold, 1997. 
Martin, J.R. and D. Rose. Working with Discourse. Meaning Beyond the Clause. 
London: Arnold, 2003. 
Matthiessen, C.M.I.M. Lexicogrammatical Cartography: English System. Tokyo: 
International Language Science Series, 1995. 
Miller, Tom. Functional Approach to Written Text: Classroom Application. 
Washington, DC: English Language Program United States Information 
Agency, 1997. 
Puspitasari, Florentina Unggul. "Transitivity Analysis of 'My Lost Love Found" 
Short Story". Unpublished Thesis Semarang: Dian Nuswantoro University, 
2005. 
S. MIl/alSill, The Realization of Ideational Meanings in the Students'Recounts 157 
Randaccio. Some Notes on Systemic- Functional Linguistics. www.public.iastate. 
edu-carolc/LlNG 511/sfl.html, retrieved on October 2006 
Schriffin, D. Approaches to Discourse. Oxford: Blackwell, 1995. 
Ventola, Eija. The Structure of Casual Conversation in English. In Journal of 
Pragmatics. 1979: 267 298. 
